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A Word From The Alministration reminded that students are required to be in full
uniform (including shoes) until June 1. After that date,

students may choose to wear theihysical Education
uniform for exams. Grad apparel for Secondary V
students is also permitted.

Mr. Tony Pita, Principal

Mr. Jeff Bateman, Viec®rincipal

Ms. Chantal JuhaszVicePrincipal
Mr. Steven ManstavichVicePrincipal
The annual Book Fair on May 2 was its usual success, an
opportunity for students to purchase their summer
reading books or pick up a book for pleasure.

The Spanish classes helpety&® West Aademy
celebrate Cinco de Mayo on May 7, filling the
auditorium and school with so much more than food,
music and gamegsee pagel7 for details) A fantastic
cultural experience coordinated by Ms. Almeida,

Ms. C.Holloway and their students.

Welcome to the final edition of RWA NEWS for the Springmusic concerts andrama presentatiosfilled
2017¢2018 school year. Within you will find many the month with more cultural exposure, showcasing the
interesting stories of the accomplishments and talents of our students. Rugby, footbaliack& field,
undertakings of our students armbmmunity. All are andHalo made up our busy GMAA spring calendar
worthy of your time as they will reflect the dedication some completd andothers just enteringheir playoffs

of our students, staffand parents that make this at the time of this writing Our students

community what it is. Interestingly enough, most are practice/rehearse and perform/compete hard to

not about academics, but that is what May certainly is. represent us well in these activities. Your coaches

directors and teaches work equally hard to offer
support to these students so they can experience
success both in the playing/performing arena and in the
classroom. We applaud their dedication to the school
mission and their profession.

On June 62018, clases will end and the SLA will hold
its farewell BBQ, the first major activity for the new SLA
date, elected on May 4. Remember that cafeteria
service ends on June 2018,with June 5 being a
pedagogicatiay.

While we had terrific success from bathr boys and

girls track teams once again this ypae feel it is
important to mention the ongoing success of one group
in particular the Juvenile Girls Outdoor Track Team
captuiingthe 2018 GMAA banner. This is the fifth
outdoor banner that this group of girls, some additions
and some subtractions, have won in their RWA

track& field careers. This is an amazing legacy for
others to aspire to. Thank you to Ms. Di Pietro for her

The exam schedule and student procedures faras

are posted on the school website and should be
referred to regularly to ensure every student knows
when they need to be at school and what is expected of
them during the examination period. As per Ministry
regulations, anyone arriving more than 30 miies late

for an exam will not be permitted to write the exam,
thus receiving an unjustified absence. Parents are
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coaching commitment this year. Ms.@eil must be
congratulated not only for her success as a coach, but
alsoher ongoing dedication to the sport tfack &field
here at RWA.

There hae been a couple of returning and new
members to our staff this month. We wialillike to
welcome backMs. Marika Bateman as our exam clerk
rejoining the team for her third term she will also be
offering some tutoring and exam transition support for
Secondaryl students Ms. Alexandra Dimas joireur
staff, helping with payroll inhie office while

Ms. Spiroulias is awayplease help us makigls. Dimas
feel welcome.

Royal WesAcademyis very
proud to announce that
Mme Christy Tannous will
be joining the
administrative team next
school year. Due to the
growing population of the
school,RWA has been )
granted a permanent third /
vice principal.
Mme Tannous comes to us from Pierre de Coubertin
HementarySchooln Saint-Léonard, where she was the
vice principal for the last four years. Formally she was a
French teacher at Lauriéacdonald Hgh School and

did a practice teaching term here at RWA with

Mme Cheff. Welcome aboard Mme Tannbus

Alison Engg¢Secondary I)continued her success at the
Canada Wide Science Fair in Ottawa on Ma&219
receiving her fourth goal medal of the sprifsge

page6 for details)

Congratulations to Kevisha Williarf&condary Yon
being awarded &ersévérance bursary from Fonds
1804. She will receive her award on June 3 at Plaza
CentreVille.

We will be saying goodbye to all a8¥condary V
students, but in some casés families that have been
members of our community for over a decade. This
could be sad, but as we walk the hallways, covered with
muralsandmosaics, the old mixed with the newg
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can seeand feel their legacand influenceall around
us. Thank you for all your contributions to our school
community.

Yourssincerely,
The 2018 RWA Administration

SHARING
THE STAGE

By Mr. Mitch White

Thank you students!

It is always heartwarming when students give back to
the school and suppbthe new auditorium campaign. |
would like to thank the students whose amazing
performance at the sweetest concert of the yeahe
Dessert Concett brought in $3834n donations.
Additionally, Ms. Koyounidh Secondary Il drama
students raised $1360. Thiayou!

The auditorium, for which ware raisingfunds, is for
the students. The students of today already benefit
from the sound and light system that the Foundation
installed, supported by generous donations from
families, many of whom are no longer aigdfschool.
The students of tomorrow (and some from today) will
benefit from the air conditioning, chairs, and-edund
improved auditorium, which will be supported by the
families who are at the school no®udents willalso
benefit when they return fotheir class reunions.

So I would also like to take this opportunity to
thank the parents who have donated their
support, be it financiand/or time, to the
auditorium campaign.

I know that we all have other important things going on
in our livesand helpng out our school may not always
be a top priority. But think about the message that we
are giving our children by not being a part of this
beautiful payit-forward initiative that the Foundation is
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kneedeep in: the execution phase of the auditorium
renovations.

Being at Royal West Academy, you, as parents,
committed in your registration contract to be a part of

the culture at RWA and to help and support the school.

Now | know many of you help out at many levels of the
schoot and for that we are both thakful and grateful

as nothing could get done without the generous
support of those parent volunteers.

Unfortunately, that is just a minor part of the parent
body, and it always seems to be the same dedicated
parents that help out. Just imagine how lucky you
children are to receive a private school quality
education at a public high school for a fraction of the
cost. So how can you support? Donations are always
appreciated and you can donatelaitps://rwaf.ca

You can play part!

More importanty, we need volunteers. Come to the
first Foundation meeting in Septemb2018 We need
help in all areas from architecture planning, to
communication, to special events. Experience is not
requiredr just enthusiasm.

Experiencavith WordRess? We are looking for a web
guru. What do we need from you? RWhdekend
website maintenancelayout, and features ofebsite
backend to. Help withmaintenance and additions to
the website Work with other RWAF members for
keeping the site upo dateand prioritizing needs,
among other tasks. And thank you to Ken Elman, who
ograduates from the Foundation this year as his
daughter graduates from RWA. You will be missed.

For any questions, suggestions, or to let me know@ou
like to keep up to date ahd our meetings, email me,
Mitch White, atinfo@rwaf.ca

Now there are three ways you can donate!

91 By credit cardgo tohttps://rwaf.cand click on
oDonate Today at the top of the page.

1 Bycheque:make it out to the order oéRoyal West
Academy Foundatigrand drop it off at the school
office or mail it to RWA Foundation at the sci®ol
address.

1 Make apledge:complete the card inside the capital
campaign brochure and drop it off at tlsehool
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office or mail it to RWA Foundation at the sch@ol
address. If you would like to receive an RWAF
Capital Campaign information package, please email
your mailing address tmfo@rwaf.aad we will

gladly send yowne; or you can check out the

online version ahttp://rwaf.ca/wp
content/uploads/2014/01/fRWACaséor-Support.pdf

Sec V Trip: Boston
By Rylee Wolch

The week ofApril 9, many of my Secondary IV
classmates and | got the opportunity to go on their
annual grade trip to BostoWlA. The trip took place

over four incredibly busy and amusing days. Kyla
Janhevich, a student that had the opportunity to go on
the trip, sad, & found the trip was well orgared! The
activities that we did and the places we visited
interested me and | had a lot of fuThe teachers did
their part in helping to make the trip very fun and
relaxing for everyone by having everything planned out
perfectly. The students were able to witness just how
much planning went into the trip because of how
organized every activity was. We did many activities per
day, resulting in the trip never having a dull moment.

We first arrived in Boston aroundPandthe teachers
already had us experiencing Bos@®Museum of
Science. Our second night in Boston was really
entertaining. Sincelinner took place at the Firdce
restaurant, we had the unique experience of creating
our own meals by picking from a selectioinfresh
foods from what the restaurant caltdhe Markett

PERCRR B BE. 8| W] sy e
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Later that evening, students got to enjoy Bodfbn
longest running nommusical playShear MadnessThis
murder mystery twisted with comedy is an interactive
play where the audience gets to takart in the story
by choosing who they think the murderer is.

The highlight of the trip for most people was visiting
Harvard University, where students got a guided tour
led by Harvar@ very own studentssaysKyla,cHarvard
was my favourite part of therip. It was really cool to
see the university because it has such cool stories and
an interesting history! Also the tour guide made it so
interesting and furé Having a guided studeséd tour
allowed everyone to gain an understanding of what it is
like to attend such a prestigious school as well as
learning about many untold secrets. For this reason,
every student was engaged in the tour and was left
wanting to see more of the university and hear more of
Harvards tales.

Most of the dinners and lunches wespent at Quincy
Market, one of Bosto® most famous tourist
attractions, which gave the students an opportunity to
experience what it is like to be a tourist in such an
amazing city.

Everyone was sad to see the trip end because of the
amazing time thathiey had, but also glad that they now
have all these fun stories and memories to share with
their families and friends.

Leadership Trip
By Manny Bizogias &ino Lombardi

When it was first announced that the Leadership
students would be participating in arvernight

sleepover excursion at our school, we were not quite
sure what to expect. This activity was completely new
to Royal West Academtherefore no one could have
been informed by an older sibling or frieatboutwhat
was to come. We were genuinely dgited to have an
opportunity to have fun and sleep in a place we usually
associate with stress and hard work. However, at the
same time we were a little concerned as to what we
could possibly do in a gym for almost an entire day that
would keep us amusednd involved.

When we first arrived at school, while we waited for the
animators to arrive, we all played the sport of our
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choice in the gym. One half of the gym was occupied by
a basketball game taking place, while on the other side
some people choose tihrow around a football or a
volleyball. This was a great time to connect with friends
and was a sign of things to come.

When the animators arrived, the first thing they did was
split us up into four teams, chosen randomly. These
would be the teams for thentire weekend. Our first
task was to create a team name and come up with a
team cheer. As simple as a task as it may seem, it ended
up having a considerable degree of difficult@ hot

easy by any means to come up with a name that
everyone can agreem let alone a team cheer! This
taught us how to make sacrifices for the better of the
team and how to collaborate with others. Aside from
that, some of the team names were hilarious and some
team cheers were a sight to see.

We were then presented with ases of challenging
activities referred to as théicebreake¢ games. The

first game we patrticipated in was thi#@peline game.

The task at hand was to transport a ball from one side
of the gym to the other and place it into a cup, without
everletting it fall. The challenging aspect of this was
that we had to use a chain of pipes to allow the
movement of the ball, and we coul@move ourfeet
when in possession of it.

The next game my group took part in was aep

game. The goal of this game was to fliger the tarp we
were standing on. Seems like a simple task right?
However, the one constraint was that our feet could
never touch the ground; they had to remain on the tarp
or suspended in the air at all times.

Next, we played théadders game. This casged of

one member of the group trying to move forward by
crawling on pieces of wood being held up by their
teammates. It was essential for the person crawling to
take the time necessary to ensure their safety and well
being.

Finally, we tackled thécross The Ocean challenge. For
this game we were given a predetermined number of
small pieces of plastic and with those only, we had to
get from point A to point B, without touching the floor.
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All of these games may sound drastically different, but
they are \ery similar in many ways. Firstly, all of them
presented very new and challenging obstacles that
required teamwork and good cooperation to overcome.
If we would have all tried to do it by ourselves, we
would not have achieved a level of success even
remotely close to our triumphs. Moreover, all of the
games gave a hew person an opportunity to step up and
be a leader. Everyone has different knowledge and has
had different experiences, so they can offer different
solutions in given situations. | even noticgaime

people step up and be vocal leaders, when you would
havestruggled to hear a single word from them
anywhere else!

After the activities we all hopped on a bus and went to
a local bowling alley. We had a great time bowling for a
couple hours with our fends.

We arrived back aRWAat around11:30 that night The
students had free time to do what they wanted in the
new gym. Some people were playing basketball or
football together while others stayed on the sides and
chatted with their friends.

At aroundmidnight, Mr. Bateman and Ms. Salmers
gathered all the leadership students together, sitting in
a big circle. Mr. Bateman had a teddy bear in his hands
and explained that it was a positivity bear. He told us to
pass the bear around and spread the posiyiy saying
one thing that each one of us was thankful for. One by
one, each student took their turn and shared it with
everyone. Students were not forced however to say
anything; it was their choice. The positive vibes were
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really felt in the gym duringhis activity and radiated
throughout the rest of the trip.

Then came the best part for some students: midnight
pizza! All the students gathered together in the
gymnatorium and ate slices of pizza.

After that, we were all ready for bed. We were
completely dained from the da@ activities and knew

we could use all the sleep we could get for the next day
and the exiting games we had in store. The girls went
to sleep in the new gym and the boys slept in the boys

gym.

The next morning, the students gatheredtie
gymnatorium again for breakfast. This provided us with
some muchneeded energy for the activities that the
animators had in store for us. There were four activities,
so we were split into the same four groups.

The first activity was a catapult gameams would
make pyramids and another team would try to destroy
it by putting beanbags in the catapult and launching
them. This game required strategy and listening to
everyoneg ideas.

The second activity was more of a brain game. We were
given cards anddd to connect all the words together

so that if you read each word one after another new
words would be formed until it brought you back to the
first word. For example, if you had the waitieldé and

you added the wordgoak that would make the word
dfield goatét and if you added the wordpost after

ogoak that would make the wordgoalposé and so

on. This game really tested our communication as a
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team since everyone had different ideas so we each had
to communicate them to deermine which one washe
best.

The third activity consisted of fun games like darts with
sticky balls, human poghnd frisbee throwing. The goal
with the sticky balls was to get them as close as possible
to the bullseye. The human pool was like a regular game
of pool except wavere on the table and would kick
soccer balls in to the holes. Lastly, the frisbee throwing
tested your accuracy since you had to try and knock a
bottle down by throwing it.

The fourth and last activity was the most popular. It was
an obstacle course radmtween two people on a big
bouncy castle which was set up in the new gym. The
students were all smiling and you could feel the joy and
excitement when you walked into the gym.

The leadership students were exhausted after these
activities, but we weref quite done yet. The animators
told us that to finish off we would do an amazing race
between the four groups. The race would consist of a
bunch of activities that we had already done either that
morning or the day before. This race really put all the
skills that we learned as a team to the test. Some teams
finished way before others, but every team still gave it
their all. What was fun to watch was the effort each
team put, even if they saw that other teams had already
finished before them. This activityalty ended the trip

on a high note and left all the students leaving with a
smile on their faces.

These activities brought us all together, allowing us the
opportunity to build new friendships and strengthen
those that were already established.thoughtthe trip

not only allowedbut forced us to bond with people

that we never had the chance to get to know in the
past. We had to work together to complete certain
activities and this resulted in the development of new
relationshipst said Grace Conway, aafgership student
on the trip.

This leadership trip certainly wa@your usual trip, but
it was definitely a lot of fun. All the activities really
helped all the leadership students bond as one big
family. Hopefully, it is a trip that will be seen again in
the years to come.

rwanews@gmail.com

Science Fair Updates
By Ms. Jessica Fogel

AllisonEngoand Niraj Dayanandarattendedthe
Canada/Nide Sciencd-airin OttawaONon @
May 12¢19. d haveneverseensomanycoolinventions
andinnovative
projectsunderthe
sameroof,¢ said
Allison.Allisonwas
interviewedon
CB@Radioandwas
awardedwith her
4th goldmedalfor
her project dHow
Flyare <
Antioxidants?
where Allison
studiedthe effects
of dietary
antioxidantson
fruit fly longevity
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andfertility.

Niraj presentedhis projecttitled dHow Do PlantsCope
with Dry Days where he discovereda hormonethat
almostall plantsproduceandthen testedto seeif this
hormonereducedthe impactof drought. Nirajwas
offeredthe opportunity to do aninternshipin Ottawa
overthe summer

AthavanThambimuthuattendedthe Intel International
Scienceand Engineerind-airat the sametime in
PittsburghPA where he presentedhis project dGreen
Switché Hewasa finalistin the categoryof Embedded
Systemsdit wasa greatexperienceg saidAthavan.dl
learnedsomethingnew in everystageof my journeyé

Congratulationgo our studentson their outstanding
achievements.

Spring Concert
By Bhuvan Manojh

On May 10, Royal West Acadensich
its annual Spring Concert, which
featured theSecondaryll and
SecondaryV level bands, Honour
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Band, Jazz Band, RWA Winds, and tapella Choir.

The preparations started early before the concert. The
Honour Bandetup crew stayed aftesschool and set up
the auditorium in advance. A member of the setup
crew,Lorne McLeod sajd\Well, we were missing the
equipment manager, but we still managed to get
everything going pretty smoothyAn hour before the
concert, the bake sale and ticket crew were ready to
start selling. Already at 6:38M, a line started temerge
within the RWA Foyefnce entry was allowed atPi,
more than 75% of all the seats were already full, which
was not a rare sight to be seen in my three years at
RWA.

Of course, on top of these preparations for the
audience, the performers also haal be ready to go.
Tuning, which is slightly adjusting the pitch of your
instrument so that it is not below or above the perfect
level, was already underway for the bands, and the
choir had warmed upheir voices.

TheSecondaryl band started off withhiree pieces:
Attack of the Cyborg#&\ngel EchogesandSouthampton
March. Then, theSecondaryll band performed four
pieces:High School Cadefan extended version of the
Royal West Academy anthen@eltic DanceBohemian
RhapsodyandThe Great Locomo#/ChaseRWA
Winds played three pieceSing Sing Singleartland
Overture andLean On MeJazz Band played three
pieces:25 or 6 to 4Beyond the SeandTequila The
A CapellaChoir sang three songé/e Know The Way
Opetaia Fo& andBack to Black
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Fnally, Honour Band played two pieces featuring
soloists Clarinet on the Towfeaturing Carl Ek on the
clarinet, andBugle® Holiday an exclusive trumpet trio
piece that could only be performed by three trumpets
in Senior Music, who were Edward Mendels8en
Cheung, and Jasmine AlosMohammed. Three other
pieces were also performeéetty Harbour Bait Skiff
featuring a euphonium solo at the beginning by Amanda
Kronish and a trumpet solo at the end played by
Edward Con Bripa Canadian march piecand Persisa
very difficult piece which the Honour Band has been
practicing since June 2017. Finally, a mass band
performance with both the Honour Band and RWA
Winds took place, and they all played a piece called
Adagia

This yea® Spring Concert was a huge success, with its
numerous performances by gradevel bands and
extracurriculars alike, and the annual-50 Raffle
bringing home a lucky parent ové200.

National Debate Championship

By Dylan Gharibia& Antoine
Parisé

Afew monthsago,the RoyaWest
AcademySenior and Junior Debate
teamsattendedthe Quebecprovincialdebate
tournament. At this tournamentwe qualifiedfor the
CanadiarduniorNationalDebateChampionship We
were chosento representour schooland our province
alongwith sixother teamsfrom variousschools.
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We got to work practicingand composedour prepared
motion. Preparedmotionsare debateswhereteams
knowwhat the topicis aheadof time. Theyare
expectedto do researchandfind factsandstatistics
supportingtheir case.Thistournameni@ prepared
motion wascentredaroundFirstNations
representationin our government.After amonth anda
half of preparation,we were off to CalgaryAR

Themorningafter our arrivalwe were unpacked,
dressedandready to debate.After a brief introduction
to the tournament,we were givenour round pairings
andsentoff to debatetwo rounds.In prepared
motions,studentshaveto debateboth in favourand
againstthe motion in two different rounds.Oncewe
finishedboth of our debateswe got on abusand
headedfor the scenicdown of Banffin the Canadian
RockiesThere the tournamenthadorganizedsome
fantasticsightseeingandafun night of bowling.

Nextup wasSaturdaywherewe hadfour roundsthat
would determinewho would moveon to the quarter-
finals. Thesefour roundswere impromptu, which
meansdebatersgot their motions15 minutesbefore
the round startedand neededto maketheir pointson

the spot. Thesetopicsrangedfrom womenin superhero

moviesto politicianson socialmedia.After we debated
four teamsfrom variousprovinceswe exploreda bit of
Calgaryate at averygoodrestaurantandwent for
somewell-deservedce cream.

Finally there wasSundaythe lastdayof our trip. There,
at the CalgaryFrench & International Schoolthe
guarter-finalistswere announcedWe had a chanceto
seesomeimpressivedebateswith different stylesand
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tacticsthat we couldlearnfrom.

Beforethe final round we satdown for a banquetin the
schoof@ gym.Themayorof CalgaryNaheedNenshi,a
longtime debater,gavea speechaboutthe importance
of debatein our society.Thetournamentendedwith an
Ontarioteam victoriousandwith all who participated
havinglearnedsomethingnew andmet new people.

Wewouldlike to endthis off by thankingall of those
who madeour experiencepossible Wed like to thank
the organizerof this eventwho were sogoodthat the
tournamentran an hour aheadof schedule Wed like to
thank our RWAdebateteammateswho helpedus
practice.Wed like to thankthe alumnidebaterswho
helpeduspiecetogetherour preparedmotion, and
finallywed like to extenda speciathanksto our
wonderfuldebatecoach,Ms. C.Holloway who helped
teachusandguideusthroughthe art of debating.

Marine Biology Trip
By Deen Akrivos

A
Widely regarded as the best Royal / Va

West Academy trip, the Marine Biology Trip really lives
up to its name. The trip is full of great activities and
interesting learning experiences for students to enjoy
with their friends. Not aly does this tri@ planned
activities greatly surpass my expectations for the trip,
but we were given tons of free time to enjoy in the
town for playing sports, campfires, and a bit of
homework.

But dor2take my word for it, Colin Evans, a Biology
student and participant in the Marine Biology Trip had
thisto say 6Out of all of the RWA tripQk been on, the
Bio Trip is the one you cmissé

Overall, although the trip was a lot more work thian
wasexpecting, it was not the same kind of work that
most of us are used to. Throughout the trip, we had
many interactive experiences such as a boat ride in the
Bay of Fundy where we collected a massive sample of
sea creatures and got a fireand look at then. We also
did a multitude of labs on tons of different organisms
such as crabs, sea urchins, starfish, and many others.
These labs gave us a more scientific view on some of
the creatureswhich we had found on the boais well

as great material to fill oypersonal journals with.
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Along with the usual daily routine of labs, activities, and
back and forth from the lab to the residential area, we
also had some homework, as would be expected on an
elective trip. To most students the thought of
homework on a fip seems dreadful, however on this
trip it was very welcome, as it was not the &/pf
homework you would expecOn one of the days, we
took a trip down to the beach where, in groups of four
or five, we collected data on intertidal creatures, or
creaturesliving in the areas where the tide is
sometimes in, sometimes out. Afterwards, we had
multiple nights to work in groups to prepare a massive
poster, visually representing the sea life in the intertidal
zone. On the final day, we were able to present the
projects which we had been working on for the whole
trip, and demonstrate all we had learnt.

This group work was personally my favourite part of the
trip as we got to work together to achieve what we
considered an amazing resultll around, the Marine
BioTrip was a great learning experience and | would
recommend it to anyone looking for a fun trip and an
amazing elective.

Environmental Committee Recap
By Powyn Légaré

Another successful yeaameto an end for Royal West
Academ{® Environment Committee. Thygoup of 20
students betweerSecondaryl and Mwvas led primarily

by teachers Ms. Almeida and Ms. Suarez. Each year, the
committee putsin countless hours of work and

energyt during and outside of school hoardowards
making the RWA community a more envineentally
friendly place. With subcommittees like the Par® N,
the Green Bean Café, Waste Reduction Week, La Nuit
Verte, and Earth Week, the®a place for everyone to
be involved with EC, whether they excel in gardening,
cooking, or art.

Since the P& NCLot was converted a few years ago
from the unused concrete parking lot into our own
community garden, @ been steadily improving. The
garden is tended to throughout the year by students,
teachers (Mme Bourdeau and Mme Gautfjjeand
members of theMontreal West community. With
beautiful plants, picnic tables, and a chalkboard, it
provides a beautiful environment for students to be in
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touch with nature while gardening, eating lunch, and
even while having class outdoors. A recent addition to
our garde is a beehive, which helps to encourage
pollination and increass the production of our plants
as well as helping in the preservation of our precious
insect friends. Another benefit of our bees is the
gorgeous honey that they produced, which the
Environmaet Committee sold throughout the year. We
have just a few jars left pick yours up ifrRoom 104 for
$5.

As usual, the Green Bean Café was a success this school
year. The Green Bean Café serves healthy vegan and
vegetarian meals prepared by students once a&kveAs

well as encouraging students to eat sustainable and

local food, it provides an opportunity for them to learn
how to prepare healthy homeooked meals.

Each year, the Environment Committee organizes two
weeks during which they lead activities focused
encouraging the student population to adopt a more
environmentallyfriendly lifestyle. The first week, Waste
Reduction Week, took place in October. The second
week, Earth Week, was in April. For five days, the EC led
many fun workshops at lunch and aftschool, all
centered around food and what we can do to reduce
our food waste. Something new that was put in place is
the giveor-take-a-snack table. The goal of this was to
reduce the amount of perfectly good food that is
thrown into the garbage everygaby giving students

the option to leave it on the table for someone else to
enjoy.
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Another large part of Earth Week is La Nuit Verte, an
annual art exhibition that showcases student pieces
related to the environment. As well as observing the
artwork and auying snacks from a bake sale, students
had the opportunity to perform onstage in an operc
style show. Of the event, EC member Soplimtois
said,dt was a very motivational and inspirational event
this year, with all the incredible student performees
that we had¢ During the evening, $203.75 was raised.
In addition to this amount, $1534 was raised during a
free dress day organized by EC. Most of the money will
be donated to orgamations such as the Canadian
Wildlife Federation, Hope for Wildlifend Animatch,

with an amount being donated towards the renovation
of our auditorium.

Sec V Boston Trip
By Matthew Goldenberg& Dante Gonsalves

Two months ago, th&econdaryV students had the
opportunity to travel to BostoiMA as their grade trip. It
was unforgettable because students like me got to
experience many different memories that they will
remember for the rest of their life. It was an enjoyable
trip that | suggest every student at Royal West Academy
take part in. Everday, we did many different activities
that were enjoyable and that taught us things we never
knew before d think that theSecondaryV trip was an
amazing experience for all the students to connect with
each other in an environment other than our scthoo

We made lasting memories and it was definitely a great
break from the stress and pressure of our daily school
lives¢ saidMichelle Levy.

The Bostorrip was four days longwe lefton a

Tuesday morning and got back on Friday night. Packing
up the bags ad going on the excited bus leaving from
RWA was great. Everyone was happy and ccndait

to get there. Part of the happiness was missing valuable
school time but other than that, everyone was eager
about the trip ahead. It was a long bus ride filledhwi
entertainment and games.

We finally arrived and our first activity was tiiseum

of Sience. The museum was interesting. | learned many
new things about the nature of science. There were also
many games that visitors got to experience like walking
through a maze filled with mirrors. After that, the whole
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group went to watch an Omni movie which had a 180
degree projector. Starring in front of you wasnation
picture with a screen which made the short films much
better. There were multiple little movighat taught us
other things. One of them was about a female architect
helping poor ommunities by building bridges.

After the movie, it was time to head over to Quincy
Market for supper. The food was delicious because
there were restaurants we never tridzbfore that were
different in Montreal. After our meal, we had time to
shop in Quincy Market before we headed back to the
hotel and called it a day.

The following day, the students and teachers headed to
Salem. Salem is a city famous for its 1692 witchcraf
trials. We were given a guided tour by a former witch
who explained the history behind ¢hSalem Witch
Museum. It was really interesting learning about
somethingyou never thought was possible.

For lunch we went back to Quincy Market and then
walked to he New England Aquarium. The
SecondaryVs got to see the beautiful marine creatures
in their habitat. The animals we saw were really
fascinating because they are really rare species that are
often hard to findin the ocean.

Wednesday night was our ondyoup dinner that was
paid for. We ate at the Firdce restaurant. This
restaurant was original because we had to make our
own stir fry plate with all raw ingredients. We then
brought our food to the chefarho would fry our food
while doing tricks with thie spatulas.

Our final activity of the day was watching a play called
Shear Madnesat the Charles Playhouse. It was a very
funny play filled with humour for all ages. The audience
also took part in having discussions with the actors on
how to resolve thegroblem. The actors were really
talented because they made the audience decide how
the ending should fold out.

On the Thursday, we had to wake up early as we had to
eat breakfast before heading out to Harvaddiversity
Once we reached Harvard, we werditspp into groups
where we each met our own tour guides. These guides
were all current students attending Harvard. | found this
really cool as we got in depth opinions and views on
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many things that go on at the school. They were also
able to tell us aboupersonal experiences and the many
opportunities availake at this prestigious schodht the
conclusion of the tour, we arrived at the Harvard
Museum of Natural History, where we took a tour. |
found this extremely interesting because | got to go
around and look at the things | enjoyed. | was able to
pass over the things that di@interest me and spend
more time at those that did.

After the Natural History Museum, we had time to go
around Harvard Square. It was there that we kinch

and did some shoppg. We were able to go tthe
HarvardShopwhere many got apparel to be able to
show that we had visited. After lunch, we went to the
Museum of Fine Arts where again we guided ourselves
which was enjoyable.

Finally, before dinner, we went on a tour of the
FreedomTrail where we visited many monuments such

as the Benjamin Franklin Statue and the Stdteise

This was a good experience as it allowed us to see many
things we have learned about in school, up close in
person. After a long day, we then went baolkQuincy
Market to eat dinner and have free time before we
returned back to the hotel to go to bed.

Finally, on our last day, we had the earliest wakeup of
the trip. We had an early appointment at Fenway

Park if we were late we would lose our spot. So, we
had breakfast really early and got on the bus to Fenway.
Most of us fell asleep because we woke up so early and
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it was a long ride. Once we got to Fenvirerk we

were divided into two groups. The guides welhaere
excellent as they were very good at explaining and had
the answers to all of our questions.

We then left Fenway and went to Washington Street,
where we had time to walk around, shognd eat. It
was fun because it was a nice sunny day, we were all
with our friends and just walking around downtown
Boston.

After a long, fun trip we then got back on the bus and
began our trip home. The bus ride was fun although not
as fun as the one there, because many of us were
extremely tired from the long trip anthe excitement of
getting to Boston wadthere. When we got closer to
Montreal, we thought back on the trip that we had and
we realized that we had made memories with our

friends that would last a lifetime.
Q.

This yea® EMSB Leadership Camp al'
Camp Papillon was a great success!
Around 230 students, acrostevenschool board,
attended camp. Tlcamp taught students leadership
skills that they will use throughout their life and they
also learné how they can get involved as leaders in
their own schools.

EMSB Leadership Camp

By Spyridon Markopoulo& Alex
Plawutsky

Leadership Camp is run by a group of 31 student leaders
including Royal West Acade@yery own Spyridon
Markopoulos and Alex Plawutsky. This group of
organizers met at Westmount High School gveeek

from January until April to organize and plan this entire
camp experiencdancluding orgarding games, activities,
and keyote speakers.

This yea® camp was grateful to hear about the
experiences of UFC fighter Mr.Murphy andUS Army
Retired ®rgeant RckYarosh. They talked about facing
adversity and finding hope. These messages that will
long be remembered by the campers.

This camp is known f@breaking people out of their
shellg and allows students to diversify and expand their
friend group.Our schoa® Iris King, Chloe Gemmel,
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Kevin Adamsand Costa Mandelos attended this y&@ar
Leadership Camp. We were amazed to see them fully
engaged and interested in what camp had to offer. It
was a remarkable experience that we will never forget.
Cannotwait until next year!

Secll Dramatic Production
By Spyros Provatas

May 22 wasthe date of the Secondary Dramatic
Production,led by Ms. KoyounianEnglishLanguage
Artsand DramaticArts teacherat RoyalWestAcademy.
Thepreparationfor the productionbegana few months
beforethe dramaticproductiontook place,givingthe
groupsalot of time to write, block,memorize,and
thoroughlyunderstandthe characterghat they would
be playingin their 10- to 15-minute dramatic
productions.Basedon the laughs and cheersfrom the
audience theseproductionsprovedto be extremely
well done.

Thefirst daythat the projectwasintroducedto the
students,they pickeda colourthat they would base
their playon. Forexample the colouryellowwould
representhapphess,greenwould representdisgust
andsoon. Theywerethen givenmultiple classesand
time out of classto write their scripts.Whenthis was
finished,they beganmemorizingand gettinginto
character.Thestudentswere givenvoiceexercisedy
Ms. Koyounianthat they did dailyto help boxtheir
wordsaswell aslet them flow better on stage.In my
opinion, this wasvery beneficialasthe actorLYeactions
were voicedproperlyanddid not confusethe audience
listeningto the play.

Twoweeksbeforethe productionwaspresented,
Ms. Koyouniarhelpedher studentsblocktheir playsas
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well asprovidepropsthat would enhancetheir
production.

Aweekbeforethe productiontook place,there wasa
practicewhichgavethe studentsa quicksneakpeekof
what they would experienceon the big night. The
studentspresentedin front of their peers

Thedayof the productionwasvery special.The
studentsof Ms. Koyounia® dramaclasshadwritten
their own playsandwere just aboutto put everything
into action. It wasobviousthat everyonehadbutterflies
in their stomactsthat night. However thosebutterflies
instantlydisappearedvhenthey steppedon the stage.
Theyhad powerful voicesandbouncedaroundthe
stagelike they were fueledby Red Bull. In fact, they
becamealmostunrecognizabléo their friendsand
family that were watchingthem, andthat wasr®just
becauseof the stagemakeup!

In conclusionthe dramaticproductionwasamazing,
bringingout the talent out of manystudentsandgiving
them afirst look at acting.TheDramaticProductionwas
the work of the Secondaryl studentsbut wasalsovery
well plannedandorganizedoy Ms. Koyounianwithout
whom none of this would havebeenremotely possible
to pull off.

Musical Tryouts
By Sofia larocci

On May16, Royal West Academy held musical tryouts
for next yea® musical, calletloedown led by
Ms. Kuch, Mr.Floen and Mr.Barillaro.

These were
the details of
the previous
musical when
it was to be
performedthis
school year
aCome see
RWAR 2017
Musical
Pandoral!
December 18
21 at 7:30Pwm.

PANDORA!

witesmesranv /i essntsn DoUGlas Floen
sk, meicaracien. | orchesration by swsioue, Maksasoe muscaeerhesationsw CHPiS Barillaro

———tavOr anche e ey rizo
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Written and directed by Mr. Floeusic,musical

direction, andorchestration by Mr. Barillaro.
Choreography by Jenny Rizzo. Lyrics by Taylor Baruchel
and performances by RWA studerits!

This year, there were a lot morespple auditioning,
especiallyin Secondary. I, having done musical last
year, was familiar with the process. You go into the
room, following the order of the sigup list, and you
have to say who you are. Shortly after, you have to start
singing. Beforeaind, you had to choosene minute of a
song from a musical and in the audition rodtine girls
gym) you either choose to sing@apellg or bring sheet
music so that the writer of the music in the play,

Mr. Barillaro, can accompany you on the piano. After
singing your song, Mr. Barillaro will ask you to sing a
few low notes, after playing them on the piano, and
then a few high notes. Then, they say thank you and
send you outside.

The next step is waiting. You wait anxiously uantileek
later. Then, on Mag2, the listis posted, and you see
what part you got, anaf courseif you got in. One thing
to notice was that all the names of the characters were
parts of the names of grads from last year. This was an
extremely clever thing to do, as a memento. Thetcd
musical last year, having spent so much time with each
other, bonded and became a family. | am very happy to
say that | am part of that family. The best part of the
names of the characters is that even though the grads
from last year could@be here itQ like they@e with us

anyways.

Although the auditioning process is a bit stressful, the
end result is so rewarding, and you will find yourself
thanking yourself for going to the auditions in the first
place. So, if you forgot to audition and ylke singing,
dancing, and acting, d@miss musical auditions next
year!

The Life Of Improv

By Arielle Dennison

Sanford Meisner once sgidActing is behaving
truthfully under imaginary circumstanceéd.found my
experience coaching Royal West Acad@my
ImprovisationTeansis very fitting to this quote. The
truth is, you can be very skilled and talented at
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something that you lovgbut the real challenge will
always be how you express this profound enjoyment to
the world.

This year, coaching the junior asdnior teams not only
made me question and improve my own acting skills
also made me realize that sharing something that you
love with the world can be at times disappointiagd
frustratingbut, in the end rewarding. To say that
coaching these yoursters to be ready to compete as
improv masters was easy would be lying through my
crooked teeth. While coaching the senior team was
quite easyseeing as they already had andapth
understanding of the requirements and skill necessary
for the improv conést, the same @uld not be said
about the juniors.

Now dor2get me wrongl love kidsbut expecting a
bunch of young teens to respect and listen to you is
almost downright unrealistic especially when yabe
only a couple of years older than them. | wémtb our
first improv meeting hopeful of recruiting some young
people with pizazz and excitemetiut instead came
into a room full of sadistically humoured teenagers with
little to no will to listen. At firsl was discouraged. Your
typical improv competor was high energy and
enthusiastic about every practice and this was very
clearly not what my ce&aptainBronwynand | were met
with. We thought that we were going to have to just
tough itout through the season until one day,
something changed.

One Decmber day, after we had left school following
our usual Monday practice, we had to go back to school
because | had forgotten my wallet. Much to our
surprise, we saw the kids, still at school, practising
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improv scenes all by themselves. Needless to say this
made. NP Yy gaédy/iny &earts melt. This whole time
we had thought that they were just coming to these
practices to get a credit and goof pffiut really they had
come to love it. From that moment on, the environment
at practice had really changed. We stattbuilding
relationships with these kids, we were excited to come
to practice and we even had an outside of school field
trip with them.

As the competition season neared, Bronwyn and |
realized that their dry humour and nonchalant attitude
had really preen to be extraordinary strengths. In fact,
they scored therselvessome serious points in the
contest,andthey had the whole audience laughing. To
be frank, | started this season off behaving untruthfully
under circumstances | had created for mysaifd

ended the season behaving truthfully under the
spotlights of the improv stagend | could@think of
better people to have shared my journey with. Thank
you, journey team, yo@e taught me a lot.

Backstage On The Set Ohe
Tempest i

By Zachary Cohen .
Thee@ something special about going to g___

show that isfeasy to describe.

Something about the mix of emotions and M
adrenaline that comes with any sort of

performance creates an atmosphere that simply @an
be duplicated.

Behind the scenes,@& exactly thesame. Before the

show, all the actors gather backstage to warm up.
Nerves are flying all over the place, people are running,
yelling, or practicing scenes. Finally, everyone settles
down as the graduating students lead the waam.

Afterwards, the show begs. Backstage quiets down as
people wait for their scenes to begin in the West Wing
or at their entrances or watch the show from the back
of the auditorium. As the show passes, those backstage
look for exceptional performances, interesting choices
made byactors, and mistakasfor there are always
mistakes.
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At the end,

everyone takes

their bows, and

heads backstage to

talk, change, maybe

wash off their

makeup, and

generally prepare to

head home for the

night. At this point,

it@ usually around

somewhere

between 9:30and

10 at night, so

people need to get

home quickly to get

their homework

done. If any Bards

alumni are present, they are free to head backstage to
meet with their friends who are still in the show.
Everyone heads home, works, goes to sleep,esalp,
and heads to school for another day.

This year, one of the two plays performed by Royal
West Academ§@ BardolatorswasThe Tempesistarring
Anthony Falcone and Jada Wood as Prospero. The
Tempest was the last show performed by this y@ar

graduatingBards members.

To gain a further understanding of wha®itike
backstage, | interviewed Anthony Falcone, a Bardolator
of four years, to see if he could shed some light on the
topic. dThe atmosphere backstage during a show is
always filled with excitemdrand tension. For the

grads, at least, there was a bittersweet feeling since it
was our last shoyg says Anthony.

The last show of the year is always heartfelt for those
leaving. In fact, there are several traditions that are
carried out for the grads tproperly say goodbye. First
off, at the end of the last show, which usually falls on a
Thursday, all the actors gather onstage following the
finale. The grads gather at the front of the stage, and
each of them gets to say their piece about the director
of the show, Mr. Floen. These moments are emotional,
tearful, andsad affairs as the actors say their last
goodbye to the program that they love.
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