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A Word From The Alministration

Mr. Tony Pita, Principal
Ms. Chantal Juhas/icePrincipal
Mr. Steven ManstavichVicePrincipal

As the doldrums of grey winter finally leave us, the sun
has begun shining upon us, and spring weather is in the
air. As always, this portends the end of the school year.
Students and staff are also beginning to think atand
plan for the upcoming endf-year exams.

During the week of April 4, Secondary Il students
participated in our annual grade level trip to
Washington DC. Students had the opportunity to spend
a full week visiting some of the most important sites in
the city, including the Arlington National Cemetery,
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, and other
historic landmarks. This trip allows students the
opportunity to learn more about the cultural and
political fabric of the United States through a filsind
look at the nervecentre of American politics.

Sports are in full swing, and Royal West Academy has
definitely had representation this year in the winter
sports session. Congratulations must go out to our Girls
Volleyball program for capturing the fieicta of
championships, as the girls won Bantam, Midget, and
Juvenile titles in the GMAA Winter Leagsee page P
Our girls, however, would not have been able to
achieve these results without the dedicated support of
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our coaching staff. Mr. Mateus, MiseechPepin, and
Mr. Okpalugo all deserve credit for helping to prepare
our amazing girls.

CGongratulations shoulélsogo out to both our Midget
and Juvenile Boys Badminton teams for finishing first in
their respective league&ee page 10 In individual

play, the boys also achieved great success, including:

I Gold medals: Isaac Lefebvre, Paul Xie, Jesse Li,
Jason Wang, Lucas Rasmussen

1 Bronze medals: Josh Hum, Jordan Hum, Josh
Berry

Thank you to Mr. Dufault for all of his hard work in
helping to prepare ouboys for competitive play.

During the weekend of April 9, four RWA students
participated in the 2016 SEDA Canadian National
Debate championships held in Saskatoon SK. Caleb
Foster, Alex Rona, Logan Stack, and Daniel Mendelson
all represented commendablyoth Royal West

Academy and the province of Quebec. Thank you to
Ms. Holloway for taking the time to work and help
prepare our very talented students for this prestigious
event. Her work and dedication to the team have been
second to none!

Once again thigear, we must acknowledge the efforts
of our Parent Volunteers. On Apri{ 0, a number of
parents gave their time once again to improve the
physical appearance of our sch@sée pagd3). Led by
Mr. Mendelson and Ms. Cawthorn, volunteers
undertook somempressive renovations to our Art
Room 103The volunteersalsohelped to repaint our
Music Room 117, which was very much appreciated
along with some touctups to the second floor hallway.
Thank you to all the parent volunteers for the continued
support ofRWA. Your efforts have helped make our
school a place we can all be proud of.
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On April 15, three RWA students patrticipated in the

annual EMSB Public Speaking Competition. Royal West

Academy is very proud of our representatives: Leia
Khairy (Secondary I) dikareem Brochu (Secondary III)
who placed third, and Logan Stack (Secondary V) who
receivedfirst prize.All three students represented RWA
with distinction. Thank you very much to all the English
Language Arteeachers that supported them as well as
to Ms. Cukier and Mr. Dufault who helped to prepare
the students for the tournament.

We are very proud to congratulate Alexandra
Matos-Gerko (SemndarylV) on receiving the 2016
Merit Award offered by the Womg Q a
Montreal (see page3). The avard is given on an annual
basis to a student who shows a commitment to several
facets of school life, including academics, cultural life,
and the demonstration oieadership abilityAlexandra
will now have the opportunity to participate for a full
week at no cost in Encounters with Canada, the
O2dzy i NBEQ&a fI NBSai

EarthWeek took place at Royal West Academy on

April 18¢22. Students and staff were busy organizing
and participating in activities to raise awareness for this
important cause. A variety of activities took place over
the course of the week, including grade level
assemblies, to raise awareness abouvieonmental
issues on April 20. On April, 2he Environment
Committee hosted Nuit Verte, which took place in the
schoolauditorium. The event was well attended and
included art exhibits, musical performances, and poetry
readings. Thank you to Ms. Suarez, Ms. Almeida, and
Ms. Henriquez for all of their work, and to our
environmentally committed students for their

dedication to this important issue.

Forty-nine Secondary IV students taking the Enriched
Biology course took part in the annual Marine Biology
trip on April 26;29 at the Huntsman Marine Science
Centrein Saint Andrews NB

On April 27, Royal West Academglcamed three guest
speakersMr. Jason Novak (RWA Grad 2002),

Ms. Jacqueline Stein (RWA Grad 2007), and Ms. Tiffany
Hanskamp, whallwork as lawyers for the

DeGrandepré Chaitaw firm, were kind enough to
O2YS (2 2dzNJ a0K22f
Ms.a | Of PPRdchases. The purpose of the visit was
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to discuss their insights and experiencandto give
students advice on how to stand out when going
through the process of applying for a jobwasll as
making career choice¥hey also discusdesome of the
procedures that are involved in applying to become a

member oftheBarl TG SNJ a0K22ft 3 Ay a

class, students were able to join them while they ran a
Persuasive Argument workshdptudents were given

the opportunity to develop theidebating skills in fran

of a panel of professionalRoyal West would like to
thank Mr. Novak, Ms. Hanskamp, and Ms. Stein for
taking the time out of tleir busy schedules to join us.
W? vtvoglz% espzecially like to thankA Ms.'Anne Monereau,
parentmemberofReé I f 2 Saud
Board, for taking the time to organize this event for our
school.

The Home & School Associatiomstedour annual RWA
Book Fair on Mayg3l. Students usgthis opportunity
to purchase books on their Summer Reading lists.

& 2 dzll K ¥ 2 RitréalsKrgmn thisdzieht gd-taistipboft@ur ScBdolLIA |- f

Library. Summer Reading listsxdae found on the RWA
website.Summer Reading books may also be available
at your local library at no cosT.he Montreal West

Public Library offers a large selection of books fthe
2016 Summer Reading list.

Just a friendly reminder for students who take public
transit to and from school to remember that they
represent Royal West Academy far beyond our walls.
Please continue to use appropriate behaviour while
travelling on busesral trains,ensuring that the
community atlarge knows that Royal West truly is the
best!

As the end of the school year approaches, please be
aware that the last day of RWbafeteria services will be
May 31, 2016. Theafeteria will not be open during the
last week of classes, nor during exams. Students are
advised to bring their lunch or to make other
arrangements for the period of June20, 2016.The
microwave ovens found in the cafeteria are available to
students for use during this period.

Finally, docments detailing how to calculate a
a0dzRSyiQa 6SA3IKGSR
(www.royalwestacademy.com/?page) atdAidA to
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(www.royalwestacademy.com/?page) e pbsted on
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our RWA website. This information may be of interest
and assistance to students and parents alike.

SHARING
THE STAGE
WITH YOU.

By Ms.Sarah GoblotRWA Foundation

Only a few days left to buy your tickets 1droveYou,

. 2dzOQNB t S NF SabtieSeghl Zentre/o | y 3 S
May9, 2016. We have only a limited number of seats
available. Tickets are $65, but you get a $30 tax receipt
for each ticket purchased®uy your tickets todayat
https://rwaf.ca/shop/tickeisieyou/

Also coming up quickly is théitimate Frisbee
Challenge: Raw Disc Driv& May 14, 2016 at 2™ at
Royal West Academy. This is a first time event for RWA

andg SQNB K2 LA y3 G2 GdzNYy AG Avi?2

timing is perfect: the weather will be good (knock on
wood) and it will perfect for letting off steam just
before exams. The evgopular BeaverTails food truck
will be there with their incredibly temptingoodies, and
Dominos will be delivering pizza throughout the day.
Parents this is not limited only to students. Put
023SUGKSNI Iy FRdzA G GSIY
show them what experience really means!

Planning has also started for tistart of the Year (SOY)
Celebrationon September 16, 2016 at84¢7:30PM. In
FRRAGARZ2Y (2 GKS 3INBFG AyTFt
SELISOGE ¢Sttt KIFI@S Yly3zz
with Kangoo starter classes and a field for you to get
hopping. If you wouldike to volunteer to help with the
organizing and planning of the event, contact the
Foundation atwafoundation@gmail.com

Purchase youFundscripcards for the summer, by

YR G

role in the academic life and exturricular activities at
Royal West Academy.

If you have any questions, would like to volunteer, or
have any fundraising ideas, contact the foundation at
rwafoundation@gmail.&@u can also make a donation

at http://rwaf.ca

Women& Canadian Club of

Montreal Merit Award

By Ms.Ellen LaughlinRegional ;
Coordinator, Encounters with Canada

Congratulations to Alexandra Matos, winner of the
2016a SNA G ! 6 NR 2FFSNEBR

oe

Club of Montreal. The award is given to a deserving
student aged 14 to 17 years old, who excels
academically and socially, who exhibits outstanding
school ad community involvement, and shows

leadership ability.
Vv

Fvvdza f SOSvio ¢KS

0 Q:

ur

—~yy
—

— NI\

going online aivww.fundscrip.cand using the code
WMSTBS.

The Royal West Academy Foundation

The RWAF is run by volunteer parents and is currently
focused on transforming our over 8@arold

auditorium into a stateof-the-art Performing Arts
Centrefor our children. The auditorium plays a central
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Alexandra was awarded a week at Encounters With
/I'FYylFRFEES GKS O2dzyiNEQA f I NB!
2016¢2017 academic year, Alexandra will join 140 other
students from across Canada for a week in Ottawa. She
will take part in exciting workshops, presentations, and
outings that will help her learn nme about her country,
develop her leadership skills, and explore possible
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future careers. She will choose from among a variety of
different themed weeks including Science and
Technology, Democracy and Youth, Communications
and Social Media, Law, Medicirtgsology, Sports,

International Relations, and more.

Sewondary IV Field Trip:
Montreal Museum Of Fine
Arts

By Emma Ranalli

hy al NOK HoOZX
took a field trip to the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts.
The purpose of this visitas to find an artwork that we
could then study and write a fine art response about.
We left during third period to take the train downtown.

Once we arrived at the LucignQ! £ £ A SNJ G NI Ay

took a nice walk through the downtown area of the city
to finally arrive at our destination. We were free to go
to the restaurant of our choice for lunch, then we met
back at the museum to begin our visit. Once all
gathered back at the museum to begin our visit, we all
went our own way to find an artwork that weould like
to study and do our art assignment on.

The fine art assignment assigned by Mr. Dufault was a
very complex one that required lots of thought and
reflection. Once our works of art had been selected, we
had to observe it for a while and look at té different
aspects of the work. Then, we were required to spend
about 15 minutes sketching out the work and filling out
an art criticism handout. Finally, we had to write a
response on the meaning of our artwork and discuss
how this was shown throughhe piece.

The piece of art that | chose to work on and amaly
through this assignmemas a beautifuly frightening
painting calledAging Ballerina Waving Goodblgg

Janet Werner. Werner places the women in her
paintings in uncomfortable and troubling pens and
SEIF33SNriSa (KSasS 62YSyQa
audience question their ideals of beauty and where the
fine line stands between pretty and ugly.

This mini field trip was a very enriching experience for
all the students. Even though this visit pisted a few
hours, students had a chance to do an activity that they

aNX¥P 5dzF I dzf G4 Q&
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may not have necessarily gone out and done on their
own. Students could go visit artworks of all styles and
eras and enjoy the beauty of the pieces in our local
Y dza SdzY ® & Lnjoged thaSnfeindrarydart S
section of the museura said Alexandra Matos, one of
the students who went on the field trip.

Art Trip
By George Hua

LONDON

Lo

PARIS

After much planning and
discussing, this ye@r Art Trip
to London and Paris is
officially on! Despite thénsuffident number of people,
0 K S s orgkkizel@ (MHenriquez and Ms. Suarez)
were able to maintain the price for all students
interested in going on the trip. BArt Trip will beon
June 28July 9, 2016The goal of this trip is to enrich
the studentsCknowledge, understanding and,
gp%rl'eéi"afi'éh'ﬁréart Bi/ %xpo\gihgltl"%m to Hifferent

cultures, languagesind histories of various ethnicities.

Amongst all the tourist attractions viiebe visiting, @n
especially looking forward to the London Eye,
Stonehage, Chateau de Versailles, Cimetiére du Pere
Lachaiseand of course the Eiffel Tower.
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At the biggest cemetery of Paris and the most visited
cemetery in the world, we will be able to see the graves
of many legends includirgrédéricChopin, Jim

Morrison, and Oscar Wilde. As a classical pianist, |
cannot be more excited about visiting Chd@igrave. It
will be an unbelievable experience to be so close to this
master of romantic music.

Stonehenge is something | have always wanted to go
visit in person. Beause of its long history of about
5000years and its fascinating appearance, | cannot wait
to be surrounded by these special monuments and to
discover their hidden beauty.

Travelling to another country also means new food!
French cuisine is regarded asey lelement of the

quality of life and the attractiveness of France. England
is also known for its delicate and highality cuisine.

By going on this art trip, students wish to discover new
cultures, different lifestyles, or simply a fresh
atmosphere. Asé&ondaryV studentKarley Mcllwaine
saidduring an interviewpEurope countries and
cultures are so different from our own anditan

amazing opportunity to be exposed to something
foreignd As we get a chance to become closer to our
friends, we also vgh to meet new people of different
backgrounds. Talking to people from different countries
is eyeopening, and may also let us discover more about
our inner selves. Like all the other students going on
this trip, | believe that this will be a memorable and
unforgettable experience!

Honour Band Trip:

Toronto
By Vincent Levandier

—_—

During the weekend of April £37, the
Royal West Academy Honour Band visited Toronto for
their yearly trip. Although it was a trip that was close to
home, it was still an amazing@ unforgettable
experience.

Our first stop was Bayridge Public School in
KingstonON. Once we arrived, we set up and
performed a few pieces from our repertoire. The
children enjoyed the music so much that they could be
seen dancing in their seats. We eygal performing and
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were very grateful to be able to play another concert in
this shortened year.

The next day we visited the Faculty of Music at the
University of Toronto. One of the professors at the
university, Dr. Jeffrey Reynolds, greeted us with open
arms. For the 90 minutes, Dr. Reynolds taught us how

to improve our sound quality. We learned a lot in those

90 minutes. After that clinic, the Honour Band was able

to play better than they have all year long.

¢CKSYy ¢S adl NISR @A aradiiohs/ 3 Y|
Over the next two days we visited places such as the CN
¢t26SNE 1201S@ 1+t 2F CIYS.
St. Lawrence Market. During the trip, all the members

of the band began to bond and become much closer. By
the time the trip was over @ had become closer than

ever.

We were also lucky enough to get a chance to see the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra perform live. We arrived
at the beautiful Roy Thomson Hall on April 16 and were
extremely excited to see the show. We were treated to
a wonderfulhour filled with two amazing concertos that
were composed by Bach and Shostakovich. It was a
great musical experience for all of us and we greatly
appreciated it.

CKS 1 2y2dzNJ . ' yRQAa GNRLI G2
It was filled with great experiencesd lots of music. A
big thanks to the chaperones and especially to Ms.
Purdy for letting us experience this amazing trip!
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play a role, and each way can change a scene
drastically. Everyone in my Shakescene got together
several times after school and during lunch, and had a
chat on how we wanted to present our characters. We
all deciakd to play our characters a bit differently than
the usual portrayal, and it went flawlessly!

To Bard Or Not To Bard

By Kristina Nikolaou

Bardolators, conceived by Mr. Flgas a ‘\:
group unique to Royal West Academy, il w
which students from Secondary | to V ge

together and perform two Shakespeare plays and
scenes. Bardolators is an Extra Curricular Activity as well
as an official class, and students who graduate from the
program receive high school leaving credits.

G{ KF1{SaoSySa KIFIa 0SSy | 02
Bardolators was conceived. Bardolators was something
KS tglea oFyiSR (2 R23I¢ &
facilitator and production cerdinator for the group.

Evey year, the graduating Bards each get a chance to
direct their own Shakescene. They get to choose the

play, scene, and actors they want for their group. After
practicing for a few weeks, presenting them to each

other, and getting feedback, the Bards gefpi@sent to

the English classrooms as a part of the ELA learning All'in all, the Shakescenes this year were great; it
component. It is a very fun experience for those in the O2dzA Ry Qi KI @S 32yS Lyeé o6Si
class, as afterwards they get to ask questions to make ~ West who enjoys Shakespeare: you should come and
sure they understand the scenes, and even gettoplay  joinBaR2t I 12NAH 2 SQNB | f ol &a
Fdzy 3l YS&aH ectiéhs dereehé Mextbaat ofa S f having new members!

VeniceRomeo and Juligand! a A R&dzZY¥SNJ bA IKGQ

Dream Hackathon

By Jason Beccherini

The Shakescenes went exceptionally well. Secondary V
students Caleb Foster and Dara Cunningham directed hy LINAE ¢S GKS FTANBG Fyydz

Midsummer N KsiDfeamand Joshua Rampersad _ _ _

directedThe Merchant of Venic&he Merchant of A hackathon is an event in which a large number of
VeniceShakescene also received positive feedback, people meet b engage in collaborative computer

especially regarding the characterization of the programming.

OKE NI GUSNE FyR GKS I OG2NEQ o babehiflihs aliur Eusih, O afi kwal K S A 1
| played Sylock and had many lines to learn. At first, | students, where multiple teams raced against time to

was a bit worried, especially since | had much more create and design a game in the language of their

lines than | was used to, but after a bit of practice | got OK2z2aAy3o ¢K7§é E?S" NI & GK§Y
O2YF2NLi 6tS8 6AGK GKSYD [ Ay8WSYNSNEE (N& Aye & @xkyhir
remember though! Blocking is also a crligiart. In my i .
{KI156405y8 G(KSNB ¢layQd vda _ Lomputer Science DA
movement, let it be pacing or motioning to one of the p Week ERRERp RN

other characters, helped make the scene look more
natural!

Characterization is one of the most important parts in a
play, or in thé case, a scene. There are so many ways to

Bl 65| (P65
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create surprisingly beautiful and complicated games in
such a short period of time.

This event was made possible by the Educational
Technology Department of Royal West Academy and
Mme Bourdeau. We are hapy to invite other EMSB
aokKz22fta G2
take place at Royal West on Decembel@®, 2016.

Hope to see you there!

Encounters With Canada
ByKiara da Chao

Recently | had the opportunity to spend

a week in Ottawat Encounters With

Canada. There | met other teenagers from across
Canada and patrticipated in engaging workshops.

This was a truly unforgettable experience. | learned so
much about Canada and its provinces. After this trip |
have a new appreciation for my cotny. Furthermore, |
have made some valuable friendships with kind, bright,
individuals from all across Canada. It was one of the
best weeks of my life.

Encounters with Canada is a wonderful experience. |
would like to thank the EMSB and its generous siyhsi
which allowed me to participate in this remarkable
experience that | will cherish as long as | live.

Career Exploration Day
By Selend.aneuville

Career EXPO took place on April 15 at St. Pius X Career
Centre. The EMSB organizes this yearly event to provide
Secondary IV students with the chance of exploring
vocational and technical training programs through fun
workshops. Many students, yself included, did not

know what to expect. However, everyone was

pleasantly surprised by how much was learned and by
how enjoyable the event was.

The exciting day started in the cafeteria at 8520

where everyone was already buzzing with anticipation.
After everyone was assigned their respectivestms, we
left for the career centre. On the bus, all of the students
received a little booklet with information about their
workshops. These workshops were chosen by each

rwanews@gmail.com
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student, a couple weeks prior. Everyomed a choice of
two workshops: Aesthetics, Cooking, Fighting, and
Landscaping, were a few amongst many of the possible
workshops.

Upon arrival at the career centre, all of the students
wéreSwrelbidmad alQHe Wdais Iy xhé dn@ligg Stafis Kady O K
immediatelydirected students towards the room where
their workshop was held. Our first fifty minute

workshop started at 9:38M. When the bell rang
signalling that is was time to go to our next workshop,
most of the students were surprised by how quickly
time had pased. We headed towards our second
workshop eager for what was next to come. The second
workshop was as captivating as the first, and before we
knew it, it was 11:1%M and it was already time to head
back to school. Everyone had such a great time that
mary were sad to leave.

The meeting time to board the bsss was only at
around 11:35\M to make sure everyone was there on
time. Since the students had a few minutes to spare,
they had time to discuss with the representatives of
their last workshop. Beforedarding the bgses, most
of us reunited with friends to talk about the interesting
morning we had, while enjoying snacks given to us
before exiting the career centre. We left shortly after
our scheduled departure time and arrived at Royal West
Academy at eound 12:10pm, many of us with objects,
such as plants, from our workshops.

At the Media Workshop (from left): Angela Mackenzie, ¢
Laneuville, Michael Gagnon, Stefano Guadagnino

Not only did the students have an educational morning
at Career EXPO but they also had an interesting one.

APRI2016


mailto:rwanews@gmail.com

Most of us learned more about each career and
program. In my case, | leged how to give an excellent
hand massage in Aesthetics and how miadteted a
22dNylfAadiQa 220 Aa
student9 YAf & DI dzZRSG al ARZ
to start thinking about all of the possibilities for our
futured ¢

Vive Du Latin
By Emily Gaudet

Teachers at Royal West Academy have started many
new extracurricular activities for students to join this
year. Amidst these new clubs, there is the Introduction
to Latin Club. Run by history teacher Mme Dupaul, the
club s open to students in Secondary | to V, and
meetings are held once a week in Room 101. Members
eat their lunch and discuss the basics of the Latin
language. Among the topics discussed are basic
vocabulary and word pronunciation.

While enjoying a nice plado eat with friends and
learning the meaning of famous Latin phrases, students
can earn a Cultural Credit after attending eight sessions!
Furthermore, students touch base on Roman culture to
get some background of the topic.

rwanews@gmail.com

When asked about her decisiém create this club,
aYS 5dzLd dft SELX I AYSRZ aXft A
Ay 2dzNJ Odzt G dzNB wl yR OFy 685

Ay a SR ihe wordk e3idelort af daily Basis afe 8eb\v@d/fiRrh & |
G ¢ KA latindahgliagé f AINS | TIK | @2 NIR NG [dZAS v |

languages that have beerflinenced by Latin are
French, Spanish, and Italian. Why not discuss it?

When asked why she chose to join, a Secondary IV
member answered that she thought it would be
interesting to learn about a language that is the
foundation of some of the words peoplee every day.

aYS 5dzlJ dzf Q&4 K2LJSa F2NJ KA.
will have the desire to continue their studies of the

Latin language, and that new students will pursue their
curiosity and want to join the club next year.

{2 AT @2dz alirx O RRBQRABYZ
in on a meeting and brush up on your Latin!

Bike Trip

By Simon Germain

As we reach the sign up deadline for the Bike Trip
students and teachers alike are preparing their bodies

and their bikes for the journey ahead. Last year, we
started near Sherbrooke and then proceeded to bike

back to Montreal over the course of three days,

stopping at campsites overnight. This year, we are doing
asimilarthreeRF @ NRdzGS G2 flFad &S
starting in the north near Mont Tremblant.

G2 KBNB @2dz R2Ay3 (KAAKE A&
when talking to people about the bike trip. Personally |
KFEogS +tglea f20SR G2 Y2dz/il
me into it last year. However, there is a greater

meaning to the bike trip: we show peogieat biking is

an effective mode of transportation. As Mr. Nemeth,

2yS 2F GKS OKILSNRYySa 2y 0
we are able to bike 23km from one city to another,

then there is really no reason that you cannot bike to
a0K22ft 2 NJtatakelhedbés etery day ® Bet

to school, but after the bike trip | started biking to

school more often. Surprisingly there is only one con:
biking is very weather dependent. On the other hand,

the pros are: you do not pollute, you relieve congestion
from the roads, it is just about as fast as taking the bus,
FYR A0GQ& @& 2 dzNJt4uit nandzd fevil 2 NJ |
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Bike trip was more than just making a statement,
however; it was one of the greatest bonding
experiences of my life. By the end of Day 1 lastryl
had made friends with just about everyone on the trip,
most of whose names | did not even know that same
morning.

Bike trip also gives people a sense of accomplishment,
not only at the end of the trip but at the end of each
day. The days range betar 7080 kn each, and when
@2dz £t221 o001 2y | YIFL FyR
come, it is rather impressive considering that you got to
where you are now using nothing but the strength of
your own body. The only thing | can compare that to is
the canoe trps that | do every summer, and to put it in
perspective, a long, hard day on a canoe trip is only
25km. However, the days are not so long that you
arrive to the campsite completely exhausted. Once we
arrive at a campsite at about 4 oiPy, we still have

tons of energy to play games and share stories.

This trip showed me that biking is more than just a sport
but also an effective mode of transportation that

anyone can do and that can be used every day. We are
moving toward a society where we are constantly
surrounded by traffic jams and the noise of cars engines
and honking. Biking is probably the easiest way to solve
that problem.

Girls Volleyball

By Emily Brotman

Volleyball is a Royal West Academy
tradition. For years now, the team led by Mr. Mateus
has represented the school in the GMAA league, and
more recently the French league. This year, along with
other ECAs at RWA, the volleyball team was told that
they woul no longer be able to play due to the werk
to-rule campaign that the teachers had joined in order
to resist new working conditions proposed by the
Quebec government. This came as a shock to many, as
we all learned that the activities we loved to take piart
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union and the government did not come to an
agreement.

&

However, this did make the school stronger. While
supporting our teachers, our dedication to the ECAs was
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able to be seen. For the volleyball teapractices were
organized outside of school by parents and players,
allowing us to come together for the sport we love
every Friday night, when we would rent out a gym and
continue to progress.

CHAMPIONS

WINTER
VOLLEYBALL |
BANTAM GIRLS

RSEQ

Although we did miss both the leagues we had been
planning @ playing in, new solutions were found. Once
work-to-rule situation was over, teams who had not
been able to join the GMAA league got together and
made a schedule for small tournaments against each
other. Approximately once a week, teams would meet
at oneof their schools and play games against each
other, just as we would have done in any other league.
Once these were done, there were playoffs, ending with
a final game that determined the winners for the
Bantam, Midget, and Juvenile categories. This was th
first year that all three RWA girls volleyball teams won
the banner and the gold medal! This, to us, was the
ultimate sign of all the hard work we had put into the
game.
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As players are told when they first join the team, and
have repeated to them manyrnhes throughout the

year, volleyball is a sport that is not only physically
demanding but also mentally demanding. Our team
mentality of determination is what allows us to thrive in
the sportt without it, we would not be the players that
we are today. Royaest Academy allows us to
continue to grow as a team and as individuals, and on
behalf of the teams, we are grateful for all the
opportunities that the school gives us in terms of
volleyball. Our dedicated coaches, Mr. Mateus,

Ms. LeechPepin, and Mr. Olgdugo gave us a great
amount of time and attetion to let us reach our goals.

GMAA

CHAMPIONS
: WINTER

VOLLEYBALL

P JUVENILE GIRLS

RSEG

| have developed a close bond with every girl on my
team, and | can easily say that without volleyball, my

time at RWA would not be nearly as enjoyable as it has

already been. Cee | graduate, | know that being a part
of the volleyball team will be one of my fondest
memoaries of my time in high school.

Boys Badminton Season
By Oliver Miller

Boys badminton is a very successful spt
G w2elf 2Sad
triumphant yet again. The team was able to attend the
Team Championships, Individual Championships, and
Provincial Championships.

¢KS G4SIFYQa adNey3
determined whether or not they would participate in
the endof-yeartournaments. This year the Bantam

team finished with three wins, one loss, and two draws;
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the Midget team with three wins and one loss, and the
Juvenile team with six wins and zero losses.

Team Championships was the first test after the regular
season.Rdyf 2 SaiG ! OF RSYy@Qa aAR:
teams were both invited. Both teams put together a

great performance as they each brought home another
badminton banner to hang up in the gym.

Individual Championships was, once again, a victory for
many of the RWA stients. Isaac Lefebvre, Paul Xie,

Jesse Li, Jason Wang, and Lucas Rasmussen all achieved
gold medals, while Josh Berry, Jordan Hum, and Josh
Hum won bronze medals. Domenic Albano finished

fourth; and Zack Rubin, Benjamin Herrington, and

Thomas Jarvis, despitheir early exits, put up a great

fight.

The final challenge was the Provincials, the toughest
tournament of the three. The team was put to the test
against the top players and teams from Quebec. Royal
West Academy put up a great fight against tough
opponents, and while we did not bring home any
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the tournament.
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Badminton team. With a few more practices throughout
the year, all of the levels can perform even better next
season. Tryouts for the team next year will be held in
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