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Is It time to Reopen the Economy? 
Information for students 

Background 
With most countries demanding one form or another of social distancing and/or self-isolation to 
combat the coronavirus, many companies have shut their doors, jobs have been lost, and the 
global economy has weakened. 

 

At this point, a percentage of the population believes it is time to begin reviving the economy by 
slowly letting people return to work. Many others believe that more time respecting distancing 
guidelines is necessary to guarantee our health and safety.  

 

This is not an easy decision to make – it sets the health of the populace versus the long-term 
economic prospects of the country (and individuals) against each other.  

 

For the purpose of this activity, we will focus on how this debate is playing out in the USA. 
 

Activity 
Having read at least one article below for the reopening of the economy and one against it (feel 
free to read more – a simple Google search will suffice), do any of the following to help establish 
your position on the topic.  

 

• Articles for the reopening of the economy: 

o Across America, Frustrated Protesters Rally To Reopen The Economy 
o Sen. Barrasso on economic impact of coronavirus pandemic: 'It is time to reopen 

America' 

 
• Articles against the reopening of the economy: 

o The economic costs of reopening too soon 
o Reopening the economy now is a bad idea 

 

• General 

o This is where all 50 states stand on reopening 
 

Write a letter to a local newspaper explaining your position. 
 

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/18/837776218/across-america-frustrated-protesters-rally-to-reopen-the-economy
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/18/837776218/across-america-frustrated-protesters-rally-to-reopen-the-economy
https://www.foxnews.com/media/barraso-economic-impact-coronavirus-open-america
https://www.foxnews.com/media/barraso-economic-impact-coronavirus-open-america
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/economy-budget/493521-the-economic-costs-of-reopening-too-soon
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/economy-budget/493521-the-economic-costs-of-reopening-too-soon
https://www.laurinburgexchange.com/opinion/35636/reopening-the-economy-now-is-a-bad-idea
https://www.laurinburgexchange.com/opinion/35636/reopening-the-economy-now-is-a-bad-idea
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/15/us/states-reopen-coronavirus-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/15/us/states-reopen-coronavirus-trnd/index.html
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Engage in a debate with a classmate using any video platform (Zoom, Facetime, etc) with each of 
you defending one side of the debate. Optional extras include involving more than one other 
person (i.e. teams), or following an actual structure (set a time limit for making arguments, allow 
for rebuttal by both sides, closing arguments, etc.)  

 
Draw a cartoon or caricature expressing your position on the question. 

Materials required 

Useful resources, depending on personal preferences and availability: 

• device with Internet access 
• writing materials (paper, pencil, etc.) 
 

Information for parents 

• If needed, please help your child read the articles. Ingrained in this debate are questions of 
personal ideology (beliefs) and political loyalties. Depending on their prior knowledge, 
students may be more or less comfortable with those concepts. 
 

• If Internet access isn’t readily available, see if your newspaper has an opinion piece from a 
columnist taking one side of the argument. Ask whether your child agrees with that position, 
and for the sake of debate, take the opposite position and see where the conversation goes. 

 


