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Creating Canada 
The process that led to Confederation was arduous. There were many 
obstacles to founding a country, but the Fathers of Confederation, who led 
the way, never gave up. In this activity, you’ll learn a little about the journey 
toward Confederation, as well as some of its immediate consequences.   

Information for students 
Go to this website and read a little about the road to Canadian Confederation as well as some of 
its immediate consequences: https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/confederation-1867  
 
• If you do not have access to the Internet, you can still consult the historical documents on the 

next page to help you with the activity.  
 
• Now that you’ve learned about Canadian Confederation, do the following activities: 

1. Fill in the chart  below using the documents  provided.  
2. Give your own thoughts on Canadian Confederation (guiding questions are 

provided below). 

Materials required  
Useful resources, depending on personal preferences and availability: 

• device with Internet access 
• writing materials (paper, pencil, etc.) 

Information for parents 

• Discuss the potential answers and ideas with your child.  

https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/confederation-1867
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Documents 
 
Document 1                                                        Document 2 
Original map of the province of Manitoba 

     
The Winnipeg Free Press 
 
Document 3                                                             Document 4 
The Numbered Treaties with Indigenous peoples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“And that claim is by the right of our 
manifest destiny to overspread and to 
possess the whole of the continent 
which Providence has given us for the 
development of the great experiment of 
liberty and federated self-government 
entrusted to us.” 
 

John L. O’Sullivan, 
discussing America’s right to control all of 

North America, which boosted fears of the 
American annexation of British colonies 

 
Originally appearing in a column in the  

New York Morning News 

“…, the map of Canada was 
redrawn: the Northwest Territories 
[was divided] into two territories to 
allow for the creation of Nunavut, a 
homeland for [the] Inuit. The 
creation of Nunavut is testament to 
the strength of Inuit political 
leaders...” 
 

CanadasHistory.com 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Numbered_Treaties 

Document 5                                                    Document 6 

The Great Coalition                                                The Charlottetown Conference 

                         Library and Archives Canada 
Left to right: George Brown, George-Étienne Cartier,  
John A. Macdonald – National Post 
 
 

1. Enter the document numbers in the correct spaces. 

Answers: 
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Answer Guidekey: 

 
2. Give your own thoughts on Canadian Confederation. 

• What does Canadian Confederation represent to you? 
• How would you have approached Confederation differently? 
• Why do we celebrate Confederation on July 1? 
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