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Arts 

Poetry as Inspiration 
Information for students 
“Painting is poetry that is seen rather than felt, and poetry is painting that is felt rather than seen.” – 
Leonardo da Vinci 

• Inspiration can be found in many shapes and forms. One genre that has served as a muse to 
performing arts and visual arts is poetry 

• Take a look at how poetry has influenced dance, drama, music and visual arts by completing 
this activity 

• On the following pages are four different examples that showcase how poetry has influenced 
each specific work. Here are some questions to consider before, during, and after your 
observation and appreciation of the dance, drama, music, and visual arts works: 
o What is the meaning of the poem? 
o What emotions does this poem evoke? 
o What is your first impression of the work? 
o Does performance or artwork change your interpretation of the poem? 
o Do you think the performance enhances or hinders the poetry? 

• Feel free to jot down your ideas in a journal 
• You are encouraged to look at all four examples or go directly to the discipline of your choice via 

the link: dance, drama, music, and visual arts 
• After you’ve analyzed the various works, create or adapt your own work of art inspired by a 

poem of your choice! 
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Dramatic Arts 
When You Are Old 

When you are old and grey and full of sleep, 
And nodding by the fire, take down this book, 
And slowly read, and dream of the soft look 
Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep; 

How many loved your moments of glad grace, 
And loved your beauty with love false or true, 
But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you, 
And loved the sorrows of your changing face; 

And bending down beside the glowing bars, 
Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled 
And paced upon the mountains overhead 
And hid his face amid a crowd of stars. 

W.B. Yeats 

The Irish poet William Butler Yeats wrote the poem “When You Are Old” in 1893. Many years later, 
Australian playwright Jessica Bellamy adapted the poem into the monologue “Little Love” for the 
Australian Theatre for Young People (ATYP). This in turn became the short film called Bat Eyes, which 
you can see here: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyDEEQoVqjY 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyDEEQoVqjY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyDEEQoVqjY
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Music 
Baroque composer Antonio Vivaldi composed the music and it is believed that he also wrote the 
sonnets for his violin concerti “The Four Seasons”. There is debate as to which component was created 
first but it is certain that the story of the poem can be heard in the music. This idea is known as 
programmatic music. 

As you listen to this excerpt from “Spring”, try to follow along simultaneously with the poem. 

La Primavera Spring 

Allegro 
Giunt' è la Primavera e festosetti 
La Salutan gl' Augei con lieto canto, 
E i fonti allo Spirar de' Zeffiretti 
Con dolce mormorio Scorrono intanto: 
Vengon' coprendo l' aer di nero amanto 
E Lampi, e tuoni ad annuntiarla eletti 
Indi tacendo questi, gl' Augelletti; 
Tornan' di nuovo al lor canoro incanto: 
 

Largo 
E quindi sul fiorito ameno prato 
Al caro mormorio di fronde e piante 
Dorme 'l Caprar col fido can' à lato. 

Allegro 
Di pastoral Zampogna al suon festante 
Danzan Ninfe e Pastor nel tetto amato 
Di primavera all' apparir brillante. 

 

 
Allegro 
Springtime is upon us. 
The birds celebrate her return with festive song, 
and murmuring streams are 
softly caressed by the breezes. 
Thunderstorms, those heralds of Spring, roar, 
casting their dark mantle over heaven, 
Then they die away to silence, 
and the birds take up their charming songs once more. 
 
Largo 
On the flower-strewn meadow, with leafy branches 
rustling overhead, the goat-herd sleeps, 
his faithful dog beside him. 
 
Allegro 
Led by the festive sound of rustic bagpipes, 
nymphs and shepherds lightly dance 
beneath the brilliant canopy of spring. 
 
Source: The Four Seasons Sonnets 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9h1jDLHh1DQ 
  

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Four_Seasons_Sonnets
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9h1jDLHh1DQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9h1jDLHh1DQ
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Visual Arts 
Here are several examples of paintings inspired by the 1842 poem “The Lady of Shalott”, by Alfred 
Tennyson. 

 

 
 
“The Lady of Shalott” by John William Waterhouse 
(1888) 

 
“I Am Half-Sick of Shadows, Said the Lady of Shalott” 
by John William Waterhouse (1915) 

 

 
The Lady of Shalott by William Holman Hunt 
(1905) 

https://www.wikiart.org/en/john-william-waterhouse/the-lady-of-shalott-1888
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:John_William_Waterhouse_-_I_am_half-sick_of_shadows,_said_the_lady_of_shalott.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:HuntShallotlarge.jpg
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Materials required 
• Device with Internet access 
• Paper, writing and drawing materials 
• Art materials (if necessary) 
• Variety of poems 
• Music (if necessary) 
• Instruments (if necessary) 
• Space to move and create  
• iPod, CD player or Bluetooth speakers 

Information for parents 
• have a discussion with your child about brainstorm ideas throughout the process 
• act as an audience member for their performance or exhibit 
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